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PREFACE 


The public records section of the Division of Archives and His- 
tory presents this as the second of a series of studies in the village 
records of New York State. It is the intention of this Division to 
publish similar studies from time to time and to enlist the services 
of the local historians and village clerks in the work. 

The incorporated villages of the State at present range in size from 
the little village of Saddle Rock, Nassau county, with its reported 
population of 71 to the very large village of Port Chester, in West- 
chester county, with 16,573 inhabitants. 

Marcellus was among the first of the villages to be incorporated 
under the general statute of 1847, and as-such it represents the village 
tvpe so common in the central part of New York State. Many of 
the records have unfortunately been lost or destroyed. 

Mr Elmer P. Clark made the inventory and Mr A. J. F. van Laer 
made an inspection of the records previous to the issuance of this 
pamphiet. | 

JAMES SULLIVAN 


State Historian, 


Director of the Division, of Archives and History 
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INTRODUCTION 


The village of Marcellus is situated in the northern part of the 
township of the same name and in the western part of Onondaga 
county. The original county of Onondaga included the present 
counties of Cayuga, Seneca, Cortland and parts of Tompkins. Wayne 
and Oswego, containing 1,800,000 acres of land. This large terri- 
tory was set aside and known as the “ Military tract” and had its 
origin in a resolution of Congress, passed on September 16, 1776. 
It was a war measure and put into effect for the purpose of provid- 
ing bounties for volunteers of New York State who enlisted aad 
served in the Continental army during the Revolutionary War. The 
* Military tract was at first divided into townships which were 
designated by number. Each township contained one hundred lots 
of about 620 acres cach. Township number 9 came within the 
boundaries of Marcellus when the civil townships were organized. 
t'nder state laws, Marcellus came into existence contemporaneously 
with the formation of Onondaga county, March 5, 1794, and con- 
tained besides its present territory all the townships of Camillus, 
Elbridge, Van Buren, Skaneateles, Geddes and part of Onondaga. 
This large township remained intact from March 1794 until March 
9. 1798. when the western part of Onondaga and the whole of Geddes 
were taken off. On March 3, 1799, nearly all the present. town. of 
Camillus and the whole of what are now. Elbridge and Van Buren 
were erected into a military township, number 5, and called Camillus. 
On March 21, 1806, a portion was taken off to form a part of Otisco. 
April 8, 181], the township of Spafford was created and Marcellus 
contributed a portion of. its area to form that township, while on 
February 26,1830, the town, of Skaneateles was formed out of 
Marcellus territory. ‘Fen years later, in 1840, small portions of 
Spafford and Otisco were reannexed to Marcellus, making a town- 
ship containing at-the present time 32 square miles. 


The village is located in the northern part of the town on what is 
known as Nine Mile creek, which has its source in Otisco. lake, 8 
miles to the south, and empties into Onondaga lake, 12 miles to, the 
northeast. — It’seems a misnomer to attach the name “ Nine Mile” 
to a 20-mile creek, but it happened im this manner: When in. the 
early days the stage coaches passed daily: both ways over the Seneca 
turnpike, one of the principal changing. stations was Marcellus. — 
‘There was another station at Onondaga Valley and the distance from 
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the latter to the former was just miles, and so that designation Was 
apphed to the creek. Valuable water privileges are on the stream 
and nearly all are within the limits of Marcellus. 

The first permanent settlers were the Hon. Dan Bradley and 
Deacon Samuel Rice. They came from the eastern counties and 
settled on the site of Marcellus village in the fall of 1795. About 
the time of the survey of the township, the State was cutting a high- 
way through the new territory from Schenectady on the east to 
Canandaigua on the west. This road passed through Marcellus and 
was called the Seneca turnpike. — Its opening made the way clear for 
settlers, who came and bought all the available Jand in a very few 
years. Only a small number of soldiers who had been allotted lands 
took possession of them for permanent homesteads. 

The first township board was organized in 1794.) It had juris- 
diction over the village and controlled its affairs until 1853. The 
records for the first part of this period were destroyed by fire about 
1828 or 1830. The names of the supervisor and justice of the peace 
are the only ones that have been preserved of those who served on 
that board. Marcellus prospered and was for 25 years the trading 
center for the western part of Onondaga county. It held this posi- 
tion until the completion of the Erie canal in 1825 and of the New 
York Central Railroad in 1838. A petition for the incorporation of 
the village of Marcellus was drawn up April 29, 1853, and on June 4 
1853, the inhabitants decided by a majority vote that they wished 
such incorporation. County Judge Israel Spencer declared Mar- 
cellus an incorporated village June 15, 1853, under the provisions 
of an act entitled “ An Act to provide for the incorporation of vil- 
lages,”” passed December 7. 1847. This action was recorded in the 
county clerk's office on the same day. The act provided for the 
election of five trustees, three assessors, one collector, one treasurer, 
one clerk, three street commissioners, fire wardens not exceeding 
five in number, and one pound master. The first election took place 
July 23, 1853 and the trustees elected had their first meeting August 
4, 1853. The five trustees were to choose one of their number to 
act as president of the board. All the village officers were elected 
annually to meet the requirements of the state law. | 

At a subsequent meeting a set of ordinances was adopted, the 
twenty-first and last of which reads: “Hereafter there shall annually 
be elected in said Village, three Fire Wardens.” On March 1, 1859, 
the village board passed resolutions that a tax of $10,000 be levied 
on the taxable property to purchase an engine to extinguish fires in 
said village and that there be raised in like manner $300 for building 
reservoirs in said village. On submission of the propositions to the 
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people, they were defeated. 


It is interesting: to note at this period 
that amendments to the vill 


ut age law prohibited the trustees from 
ruisiy any funds by tax except by first submitting each item 
separately to the electors at the polls “ in open legal meeting " for 
their consent or rejection. 

lor 18 years the governing body conducted village affairs under 
the restricted provisions of the law of 1847, but the rapid develop- 
ment of public affairs demanded more privileges which were granted 
hy amendments to the village law. sy resolution of the village 
hoard, the matter of reincorporation, under chapter 291 of the Laws 
ot 1870, was placed before the legal voters July 25, 1871, and 
resulted ina large majority favoring the step. Under the new Jaw 
the board was reduced to a president and three trustees. The street 
conmmissioner and clerk hecame appointive yearly. 

In 1859 the taxpayers decidedly defeated a plan of procuring fire- 
hiehting apparatus, but on July 10, 1884, they petitioned the board 
to secure the most modern appliances for the village and, on being 
put to vote on August Sth, there was a large majority who declared 
in favor of purchasing appliances at a cost of $1975. In addition 
$250 was voted to build reservoirs for a water supply. 

There had been no organized fire department before 1884. but in 
August of that year there was perfected a full complement of volun- 
teer firemen, with chief and assistants under laws governing such 
bodies. The fire department’s business and social rooms are located 
on the second floor of the engine house. They elect a president, 
secretary and treasurer and all their work is carried on systematically. 
Records of all transactions are kept in a minute book, but un- 
fortunately some of these books are missing. 

Up to 1888 the village property was housed in a rented room, but 
in the fall of that year there was erected an engine house, a frame 
building, in which was placed the property of the fire department. 
In this building were also placed the village and town fireproof safes, 
in which practically all the existing records are kept. Some of the 
more recent records are kept in the clerk’s office or in steel cabinets. 

The office of pound master, which had always been operative, was 
discontinued some time between 1860 and 1870. There are no 
records to show the exact time. The pound master made annual 
reports to the village board, which were incorporated in the village 
minutes. 

At the annual March election, 1906, the proposition of creating a 
police justiceship was carried by majority vote, but there was no 
nomination or election until 1913. The office was discontinued after 
two years. All records are kept at the office of the ex-justice. 
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The village was enlarged in 106 by the annexation of 70 aeres 
atts nerthern borders, making ats present area 352 acres, ‘The 
extension wits made to melude a large corporate woolen mill as well 
asomans frecholders who desired admission, 

\ gravity system of waterworks was installed in 1909, which 
Hurnishes an abundanee of water for home consumption and fire 
protection. The source is about 3 miles distant. It has an eleva- 
hon of 318 feet and was put in operation at a cost of $32,000. It is 
considered a very successful and satisfactory water plant. 

The village, under present powers, has the right to impose and 
collect taxes to any reasonable amount it may deem necessary for the 
welfare of the municipality. 

The engine house is located on Main street and was so arranged 
that the town and village boards could oceupy it for the purpose of 
holding business sessions, It ts also used as a justice's office and 
court room. As stated before, the town and village safes are Jocated 
here and contam nearly all the existing records of both organizations. 
lhe village minutes from the day of its incorporation to the present 
time (1922) are complete and in a fine state of preservation. 
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Minutes or Proceedings of the Board of Trustees, 1833 to date. 
2 ¥. 
Ved, Jume 4. 1853-Miaay 4, 1880. 460 payes. 
V2, Mav 4, I88-December 12, 1921. 388 pages. 


Minutes of Board of Tlealth, I885-date 
Village board of health organized in T8835. reorganized in 1916 
and combined with the town board of health. 


Minutes of Street. Water and bire Commissions 
No separate minutes are kept. Work is done by committees 
of the trustees, who report at regular meetings, their reports 
being incorporated in the village minutes. 


Minutes of the Cemetery Board 
The village has no such board. The cemeteries are under the 
management of private corporations. 


Minutes of Light Commission 
There is no such commission, the light bemg furnished by a 
private corporation. A trustee committee has the lighting 
under supervision and the reports are embodied in village 
minutes. 


Records of Bureau of Water, 1009-1916. Book form 
1916 to date records in loose leaf ledger. 


Records of the Fire Department, 1890-1898, 1920—date. 2 v. 
The fire department is composed of about forty members. 
The names of all applicants for membership are presented 

to the village board for approval. All members who have 
served five consecutive vears are given exemption certifi- 
cates. All minutes are kept by the secretary of the depart- 
ment. The records for 1884-89 and 1899-1919 are missing. 


Records of Police Justice 
The office of police justice was in existence two years, 1913-14. 
‘Thereafter it was discontinued. All records are on file at 
office of ex-justice, Horace M. Stone. 


Reports of Chief of Police 
The village has had no such oflice since 1918. No records 
are on file, except what may be found in village minutes. 
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ecards af eon Master (lestrays) 
The records of pound master consisted of annual reports: to 
the village hoard and are copied in the corporation minutes, 

The office has been discontinued. 


Keports of Chief of Fire Department 
Origimally and for some years blank form reports were made 
to the board, but they have been discontinued. 


Collector's Keports 
Collectors keep no records. Return of tax rolls is the only 
tangible evidence of work done. 


Tax or Assessment Rolls, 1883, 1888, 1892-date = 
Rolls for the years 1884-87, 1889-91. and previous to 1883 
are mussing. 


Highway Tax Rolls 
In recent years the highway tax has been placed in the village 


budget. 
Paul Accounts against Village 
Kept in packages’in safe. 


Rebates on sidewalks 
One volume, 112 pages, 1892 to date. 


Census Returns: two volumes, 1898-1902 
V. 1, commenced January 6, 1898. finished January 8, 1808. 
V. 2, commenced January 17, 1902, finished eee: 19, 1902. 


Village Ordinances 
Recorded in the minutes of trustees aud posted in public 
places. 


Building and Sanitary Code 
There are no building codes. Health ordinances are issued 
in card or leaf form as circumstances require. 


Vital Statistics, two volumes 
V. 1, Births, 1898-date. 
V. 2, Deaths, 1898—date. 


Register of Physicians, Midwives and Undertakers 
These records have been kept from 1898 to date and are found 
at the office of the registrar of vital statistics. 
Sewer Permits 
The village has no general sewage plant. 
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MARCELLUS FIRST NATIONAL BANK AND VILLAGE 


TREASURER S OFFICE 


23) Records of Planning Commission 
There are none. ‘There are street and water maps and a 
village map (1882). 
4) ‘Treasurers’ Accounts, 1865-1804, 1912-date 
All such records are kept in the village safe and in the First 
National Bank. 


Bond Records 
Water, 1000, $32,000. 
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